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Steven Heighton's Afterlands is a haunting and evocative exploration of the
human condition in the aftermath of a global catastrophe. Set in a desolate
post-apocalyptic world, the novel follows a group of survivors as they
navigate the ruins of civilization, struggling to find meaning and purpose
amidst the decay.

Heighton paints a vivid and unsettling picture of a world ravaged by war,
disease, and environmental collapse. The once-familiar landmarks of cities
are now crumbling ruins, overgrown with vegetation. The air is thick with
the stench of decay and the sounds of scavengers prowling for food.

In this desolate landscape, human nature is stripped bare. The survivors
are forced to confront their own mortality and the fragility of their existence.
They must grapple with the weight of the past, the uncertainty of the
present, and the fear of an unknown future.
Characters of the Afterlands



The characters in Afterlands are as complex and flawed as they are
resilient. They are haunted by the memories of their past lives and the
losses they have endured.

At the center of the novel is Jacob, a former academic who is now
struggling to find his place in this new world. He is haunted by the death of
his wife and the guilt he feels for not being able to protect her.

Other characters include Miriam, a doctor who is trying to maintain her
medical skills in a world where there are few resources; Pete, a former
soldier who is struggling to cope with the violence he has witnessed; and
Emily, a young woman who is searching for a sense of purpose and
belonging.
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Together, these characters form a microcosm of humanity, struggling to
rebuild their lives in the face of adversity. Their interactions are both
poignant and heartbreaking, as they grapple with the challenges of survival
and the search for meaning in a world that has been shattered.
Haunting Themes

Afterlands explores a range of haunting themes that resonate long after the
reader has finished the novel. These include:
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The Fragility of Civilization: The novel shows how quickly civilization
can collapse, and how easily human beings can revert to barbarism.
The survivors of the Afterlands are forced to learn how to live without
the comforts and technologies that they once took for granted.

The Importance of Memory: The characters in the novel are haunted
by their memories of the past. These memories are both a source of
pain and a reminder of the humanity that they have lost. The novel
explores how we can learn from the past and how we can create a
better future.

The Search for Meaning: In the face of such devastation, the
characters in the novel struggle to find meaning in their lives. They
must learn how to cope with loss, grief, and the uncertainty of the
future. The novel explores how we can find meaning in life, even in the
most difficult of circumstances.



Afterlands is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that will stay with
readers long after they have finished it. It is a haunting and evocative
exploration of the human condition, and a reminder of the fragility of our
civilization.

Steven Heighton has created a masterpiece that is both timely and
timeless. It is a novel that will be read and discussed for years to come.
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