Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series: A Haven for
Emerging Voices in Contemporary Poetry

The Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series is a prestigious literary platform that
has been fostering the growth of emerging voices in contemporary poetry
for over three decades. Established in 1984 at Wesleyan University in
Middletown, Connecticut, the series is renowned for its commitment to
showcasing innovative and challenging works by poets from diverse
backgrounds.

Genesis and Core Values

The series was founded by poet and editor Michael Blumenthal and
novelist Paul Auster, who sought to provide a space for poets to experiment
with form, language, and content. Guided by the Wesleyan tradition of
"openness to inquiry and experiment,” the series prioritizes works that push
the boundaries of traditional poetry and explore new possibilities of
expression.
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The series operates through a rigorous selection process that ensures the
inclusion of poets whose work demonstrates exceptional craftsmanship,
originality, and literary merit. Poets are invited to submit manuscripts after
an open reading period, and a panel of distinguished judges reviews each
submission carefully. The selected manuscript is then published as a book
in the Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series, featuring an by a leading
contemporary poet.

Impact on the Literary Landscape

Over the years, the Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series has played a pivotal
role in the development of contemporary American poetry. It has introduced
countless emerging poets to the literary world, many of whom have gone
on to become significant figures in the field. The series has also fostered a
sense of community among poets, providing a forum for dialogue,
collaboration, and mutual support.

Notable Graduates

The list of poets who have published their debut collections with the Atopia
Wesleyan Poetry Series is a testament to its legacy of nurturing poetic
talent. Some of the most celebrated graduates include:

* Rebecca Tamas * Jane Hirshfield * Rae Armantrout * John Ashbery *
Claudia Rankine * Tyehimba Jess

Current Editor and Editorial Vision

The series is currently edited by Jennifer Grotz, an award-winning poet and
professor at Wesleyan University. Under her leadership, the series
continues to publish groundbreaking works that grapple with complex



social, political, and cultural issues. Grotz's editorial vision emphasizes
inclusivity, diversity, and the exploration of new forms and perspectives.

Events and Outreach

In addition to publishing books, the Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series hosts a
variety of events that engage the university community and the broader
literary world. These events include readings, workshops, and conferences
that feature established and emerging poets, scholars, and critics. The
series' outreach efforts extend beyond the university campus, connecting
with literary organizations, schools, and communities across the country.

Collaboration and Legacy

The Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series has forged collaborations with other
literary institutions, such as the Poetry Foundation and the National Book
Foundation. These partnerships have facilitated the promotion of poetry
and the recognition of poets published by the series. The legacy of the
Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series will continue to inspire and shape the future
of contemporary American poetry.

Praise and Recognition

The Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series has received widespread critical
acclaim for its unwavering commitment to literary excellence. It has been
hailed as "one of the most important publishing events in contemporary
poetry" (The New York Times) and "a consistent source of high-quality,
innovative poetry" (Library Journal). The series has also been recognized
with numerous awards, including the PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize for
Poetry.



The Atopia Wesleyan Poetry Series is an essential platform for nurturing
and promoting emerging voices in contemporary poetry. Through its
rigorous selection process, publications, and events, the series has played
a vital role in shaping the literary landscape for over three decades. By
providing a space for experimentation and innovation, the series continues
to foster the development of groundbreaking and transformative works that
will shape the future of poetry.
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