Mommy, Can We Get a Meerkat? The Ultimate
Guide to Parenting and Pet Ownership

As parents, we often find ourselves fielding requests from our children for
various pets. From the cuddly and adorable to the exotic and unusual, their
wishes can run the gamut. One animal that has captured the hearts of
many kids in recent years is the meerkat. With their inquisitive nature,
charming antics, and distinctive appearance, meerkats have become
increasingly popular as household pets.

However, before you succumb to your child's pleas and bring a meerkat
into your family, it is essential to do your research and understand the
unique needs and responsibilities that come with owning this exotic pet. In
this comprehensive guide, we will delve into everything you need to know
about parenting and pet ownership when it comes to meerkats.
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History and Origin

Meerkats, scientifically known as Suricata suricatta, are small carnivorous
mammals belonging to the mongoose family. These animals are native to
the semi-arid regions of southern Africa, including the Kalahari Desert and
the Namib Desert.

Meerkats have a long and fascinating history, with fossils dating back to
around 20 million years ago. Their social behavior and cooperative hunting
strategies have made them a subject of scientific study and fascination for
many years.

Physical Characteristics

Meerkats are characterized by their slender bodies and short legs. They
have a distinctive gray or brown fur coat with dark markings around their
eyes, giving them a mask-like appearance. Adults typically weigh between
1.1 and 1.7 pounds and measure about 10 to 14 inches in length, excluding
their tails.

Meerkats have excellent vision and hearing, which are essential for their
survival in the harsh African landscapes. They also possess sharp claws
and agile bodies that enable them to dig burrows and climb trees with ease.

Social Behavior

Meerkats are highly social animals that live in complex and cooperative
groups known as "mobs." These mobs can range in size from a few
individuals to over 50 members. Within the mob, there is a strict social
hierarchy, with a dominant pair at the top and subordinate individuals
below.



Meerkats exhibit a variety of social behaviors, including grooming,
huddling, and babysitting. They rely on cooperative hunting strategies, with
individuals taking turns foraging while others stand guard.

Meerkats as Pets
Suitability as Family Pets

While meerkats can be charming and entertaining animals, they are not
suitable as pets for every family. These animals have complex social and
environmental needs that can be challenging to meet in a domestic setting.

Meerkats are highly social animals and should never be kept alone. They
need to live in groups of at least four or five individuals to maintain their
physical and emotional well-being.

Specific Needs

Owning a meerkat requires a significant commitment of time, effort, and
resources. These animals have specific needs that must be met to ensure
their welfare.

Enclosure:

Meerkats need a spacious enclosure that allows them to move around
freely, dig burrows, and interact with their group mates. The enclosure
should be escape-proof and provide protection from the elements.

Diet:

Meerkats are omnivorous and require a varied diet that includes insects,
small rodents, and vegetation. They should be offered a high-quality
commercial diet supplemented with live prey and fresh produce.



Socialization:

Meerkats need to be socialized from a young age. They should be
introduced to new people, animals, and experiences to help them become
comfortable and well-adjusted.

Veterinary Care:

Meerkats require regular veterinary care to ensure their health and well-
being. They should receive vaccinations, parasite control, and routine
checkups.

Parenting and Meerkat Ownership

If you have decided that your family is ready for the challenge of owning
meerkats, it is important to involve your children in the process of caring for
these animals.

Children can participate in preparing meals, cleaning the enclosure, and
observing the meerkats' behavior. They can also learn about the
importance of responsible pet ownership and the unique needs of these
fascinating animals.

It is crucial to set clear rules and boundaries for children when interacting
with meerkats. They should be supervised at all times and taught to respect
the animals' space and natural instincts.

Owning a meerkat is a rewarding and educational experience that can
enrich your family's life. However, it is essential to approach pet ownership
with a realistic understanding of the responsibilities involved.



By providing a suitable environment, meeting their specific needs, and
involving your children in the care process, you can provide your meerkats
with a happy and healthy life while fostering a deep appreciation for the
wonders of the animal kingdom.
Additional Resources

= Meerkat Unlimited

= National Geographic: Meerkats

= PetMD: Meerkats as Pets
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