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Midwifery is a rewarding and challenging career. Midwives provide care to
women during pregnancy, labor, birth, and the postpartum period. They
also provide care to newborns. Midwives work in a variety of settings,
including hospitals, birth centers, and private homes.

If you're interested in a career as a midwife, it's important to understand the
education, skills, and experience required. Here's what you need to know:

Education

To become a midwife, you need to complete a midwifery education
program. These programs are typically offered at colleges and universities.
Midwifery education programs typically take four years to complete and
include coursework in the following areas:

= Anatomy and physiology
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=  Obstetrics
=  Gynecology
= Pediatrics
= Pharmacology
= Nutrition
= Counseling
In addition to coursework, midwifery education programs also include

clinical experience. This experience allows students to work with women
and newborns under the supervision of experienced midwives.

Skills

Midwives need a variety of skills to provide safe and effective care to
women and newborns. These skills include:

=  Communication skills

= Interpersonal skills

= Critical thinking skills

=  Problem-solving skills

= Technical skills

Midwives also need to be able to work independently and as part of a team.
They need to be able to make quick decisions and handle emergencies.

Experience



Before you can become a licensed midwife, you need to gain experience
working with women and newborns. This experience can be gained through
internships, externships, or volunteer work.

Once you have the necessary education, skills, and experience, you can
apply for licensure. Midwives are licensed by the state in which they
practice. The licensing process typically involves passing a national exam
and completing a background check.

Career

Midwives work in a variety of settings, including hospitals, birth centers,
and private homes. They may also work with women who are experiencing
high-risk pregnancies or who have chronic health conditions.

Midwives typically work full-time. They may work evenings, weekends, and
holidays. Midwives who work in hospitals may also be on call.

The median annual salary for midwives is $113,200. However, salaries can
vary depending on the setting in which the midwife works, the amount of
experience the midwife has, and the location of the midwife's practice.

If you're interested in a career as a midwife, it's important to do your
research and make sure that this is the right career for you. Midwifery
is a rewarding and challenging career. It's a great way to make a
difference in the lives of women and families.
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