The Already There Principle Vignettes: A
Powerful Tool for Teaching and Learning

The Already There Principle (ATP) is a cognitive science theory that posits
that we learn best when we are taught things that are already within our
grasp. ATP vignettes are short, focused videos that illustrate the ATP in
action. They can be used to introduce new concepts, reinforce existing
knowledge, or provide a springboard for discussion.
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In this article, we will provide an overview of the ATP and how ATP
vignettes can be used to improve teaching and learning. We will also
provide a number of examples of ATP vignettes that you can use in your
own classroom or training sessions.

The Already There Principle

The ATP is based on the idea that we learn by building on what we already
know. When we are taught something new, we first try to fit it into our
existing knowledge structures. If the new information does not fit, we either
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reject it or we try to modify our existing knowledge structures to
accommodate it.

The ATP suggests that the best way to learn is to start with what students
already know and then build on that knowledge gradually. This means
teaching new concepts in a way that is connected to students' prior
experiences and knowledge.

ATP vignettes are a powerful tool for teaching and learning because they
provide a concrete example of how the ATP works in practice. Vignettes
can be used to show students how to apply new concepts to real-world
situations and to help them see how new information fits into their existing
knowledge structures.

Using ATP Vignettes in the Classroom

ATP vignettes can be used in a variety of ways in the classroom. They can
be used as an to a new concept, as a reinforcement of existing knowledge,
or as a springboard for discussion.

Here are a few examples of how ATP vignettes can be used in the
classroom:

= As an to a new concept: An ATP vignette can be used to introduce a
new concept by showing students how it works in practice. For
example, a vignette could be used to introduce the concept of
photosynthesis by showing students how plants use sunlight, water,
and carbon dioxide to create food.

= As a reinforcement of existing knowledge: An ATP vignette can be
used to reinforce existing knowledge by providing students with a



concrete example of how a concept works. For example, a vignette
could be used to reinforce the concept of fractions by showing
students how to use fractions to solve a real-world problem.

= As a springboard for discussion: An ATP vignette can be used to spark
discussion by providing students with a topic to talk about. For
example, a vignette could be used to spark a discussion about the
importance of teamwork by showing students how a team of people
worked together to solve a problem.

ATP vignettes are a powerful tool for teaching and learning. They can be
used to introduce new concepts, reinforce existing knowledge, or provide a
springboard for discussion. By using ATP vignettes in your classroom, you
can help your students learn more effectively and efficiently.
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