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The Empire of the Senses is a novel by Japanese author Yukio Mishima.
First published in 1960, the novel tells the story of a young woman named
Sada Abe who becomes obsessed with her lover, Kichizo Ishida. Their
relationship is marked by violence, passion, and ultimately, murder.

The novel was adapted into a film of the same name in 1976 by director
Nagisa Oshima. The film was highly controversial and was banned in
several countries. It was criticized for its graphic violence and sexuality, but
it was also praised for its artistic merit.

The Empire of the Senses is a complex and challenging novel that explores
the dark side of human nature. It is a story of love, obsession, and violence
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Plot summary
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The Empire of the Senses is set in Tokyo in the early 1900s. Sada Abe is a
young woman who works as a prostitute. She meets Kichizo Ishida, a man
who is also a prostitute, and they fall in love. Their relationship is
passionate and intense, but it is also marked by violence.

Sada becomes increasingly obsessed with Kichizo. She is jealous of any
other women who come near him, and she begins to abuse him physically.
Kichizo eventually tires of Sada's abuse and he leaves her. Sada is
devastated, and she follows him to his new apartment.

Sada finds Kichizo with another woman, and she kills both of them in a fit of
rage. She is arrested and sentenced to death. While in prison, she writes a
series of letters to Kichizo, in which she expresses her love and her
remorse for killing him.

Characters

Sada Abe: A young woman who becomes obsessed with her lover,
Kichizo Ishida. She is jealous, possessive, and violent.

Kichizo Ishida: A man who is also a prostitute. He is passionate and
intense, but he eventually tires of Sada's abuse.

Themes

The Empire of the Senses explores a number of dark themes, including
love, obsession, violence, and death. Mishima shows how love can turn
into obsession, and how obsession can lead to violence. He also explores
the nature of death, and how it can be both a release and a punishment.

Controversy



The Empire of the Senses was highly controversial when it was first
published. The novel was criticized for its graphic violence and sexuality.
Some critics argued that the novel was misogynistic and that it glorified
violence against women. Others argued that the novel was a work of art
that explored the dark side of human nature.

The film adaptation of The Empire of the Senses was also controversial.
The film was banned in several countries, and it was criticized for its
graphic violence and sexuality. However, the film was also praised for its
artistic merit, and it won several awards.

Legacy

The Empire of the Senses is a controversial and challenging novel that
continues to be debated today. The novel explores the dark side of human
nature, and it raises important questions about love, obsession, violence,
and death. The novel is a powerful work of art that will stay with you long
after you finish reading it.
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