
Three Centuries of Black History in Charlotte,
North Carolina
Charlotte, North Carolina has a rich and vibrant Black history that spans
over three centuries. From its humble beginnings as a small settlement to
its present-day status as a major metropolitan area, Charlotte has been
home to a thriving Black community that has played a vital role in the city's
development.
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The first Africans arrived in Charlotte in the early 1700s as slaves. They
were brought to the area to work on the tobacco plantations that were
springing up in the region. As the city grew, so did its slave population. By
the time of the Civil War, there were over 4,000 slaves in Charlotte.
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The Civil War had a profound impact on Charlotte's Black community. Many
slaves escaped to Union lines during the war, and after the war, they began
to establish their own communities in Charlotte. In 1865, the first Black
church in Charlotte, First Baptist Church, was founded. And in 1867, the
first Black school in Charlotte, Biddleville School, was opened.

During the Reconstruction era, Charlotte's Black community made
significant progress. Black leaders were elected to local office, and Black
businesses began to flourish. However, this progress was short-lived. In the
late 1800s, white supremacists began to regain control of the South, and
Black people in Charlotte faced increasing discrimination and violence.

The Jim Crow era was a dark time for Black people in Charlotte. They were
forced to live in segregated neighborhoods, attend segregated schools, and
use segregated public facilities. They were also denied the right to vote and
serve on juries. Despite these challenges, Charlotte's Black community
continued to resist oppression.

In the early 1900s, Charlotte became a major center of the civil rights
movement. Local leaders such as Kelly Alexander and Reginald Hawkins
fought for equal rights for Black people. In 1960, the Greensboro sit-ins
sparked a wave of protests across the South, and Charlotte was no
exception. Black students in Charlotte staged sit-ins at local restaurants
and lunch counters, and they eventually succeeded in desegregating these
businesses.

The civil rights movement brought about significant changes in Charlotte.
Black people were finally able to vote, serve on juries, and attend
integrated schools. However, the fight for equality was not over. In the



1970s, Charlotte experienced a number of race riots, which highlighted the
continuing tensions between Black and white residents.

In the years since the civil rights movement, Charlotte has made significant
progress in race relations. The city has elected Black mayors and city
council members, and Black businesses have flourished. However, there is
still work to be done to achieve full equality for Black people in Charlotte.

Key Moments in Charlotte's Black History

1700s: First Africans arrive in Charlotte as slaves.

1865: First Black church in Charlotte, First Baptist Church, is founded.

1867: First Black school in Charlotte, Biddleville School, is opened.

Late 1800s: White supremacists regain control of the South, and Black
people in Charlotte face increasing discrimination and violence.

Early 1900s: Charlotte becomes a major center of the civil rights
movement.

1960: Black students in Charlotte stage sit-ins at local restaurants and
lunch counters, and they eventually succeed in desegregating these
businesses.

1970s: Charlotte experiences a number of race riots, which highlight
the continuing tensions between Black and white residents.

Since the civil rights movement, Charlotte has made significant
progress in race relations, but there is still work to be done to achieve
full equality for Black people in Charlotte.

Key Figures in Charlotte's Black History



Kelly Alexander: Civil rights activist who led the fight for desegregation
in Charlotte.

Reginald Hawkins: Civil rights activist who worked to improve the lives
of Black people in Charlotte.

Harvey Gantt: First Black mayor of Charlotte.

Vi Lyles: Current mayor of Charlotte.

Charlotte's Black history is a story of struggle and triumph. Despite
centuries of discrimination and oppression, Black people in Charlotte have
made significant progress in achieving equality. Today, Charlotte is a
vibrant and diverse city that is home to a thriving Black community.

As we look to the future, it is important to remember the lessons of the
past. We must continue to work to build a more just and equitable society
for all people, regardless of race.
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